478 . Proxeer SoclETY oF Michigas -

For four or five years after his first arrival here, Mr. “Van Akin was much
engaged in raising log cabins for settlers who had recently arrived, and for
others who needed them. In those early times the peighbors used to put bells
on their stock and turn them loose in the morning to browse in the forest,
taking note which way they went, g0 as to know what direction to pursue in
order to find and briog them home io the evening, Sometimes they would
wander away from one to three or four miles, and when they chanced to be
near together, browsing, the sound of their bells in the clear air, gave out a
medley of music that was peculiarly pleasant to the pioneer. If the cattle
chanced to be ont after dark there was danger from the wolves, which were
sure to be prowling about in the neighborhood.

From the pioneer start which Mr. Van Akin and two or three others gave,
that section of Wayne conunty has been steadily settled and improved till it
hag become well populated, is filled with good hooses and boarns, and good
husbandry ; is well accommodated with roads and cross-roads, including plank
roads, and even railvoads, with schoolhonses and churches, and till it in fact
ranks among the best cultivated and most thrifty sections of the Btate.
There are few of the yeomanry of that neighborhood who are not well-to-do
in the world, and who are not in independent cireumstances.

The following persons were early and contemporaneous settlers with Mr.
Van Akin in Nankin and its vicinity, all of whom are dead: Marcus Bwift,
William Osborn, James Kipp, Isaae Pervin, Abraham Perrin, Wm. Minchley,
William Brazington, Joseph Kingsley, Norton Noble, John Norris, Walter
Norris, Matthew Quirck, B2amuel Dimick, Thomas Dickinson, Josiah Mason,
John Palmer, James Palmer, William Strait, Zacharinh Strait, Rev.
Gordon, Andrew L. Stevens, James Ferguson, Harcourt Ferguson, and others.

The following early settlers of the same neighborbood are now (at the
writing of this paper, May, 1872} in the land of the living: James Abbot,
Glode T, Chubb, John B. Wallace, Abel Patchen, Ammon Brown, Jacob
Reed, Robert Reed, Adam Reed, Josiah SBmith, Renben Brown, William
Bmith, Barnabas C. Bunnell, John Ingraham, Benjamin Marshal, Daniel
Btrait, Mathias Strait, Charles Btrait, Andrew Montgomery, James Stewart,
Robert Stewart, John Luthers, Hobert Lathers, Thomas Lothers, Joho
Btringer, James Stringer, Franklin Stringer, William Bills, Friend Perrin,
Calvin Cheney, Winchester, anid others.

Mr. Van Akin, since his settloment in Nankin, has held several town
oflives and several military commissions of different ranks, from corporal up
to brigadicr general.  He has been a owan of industey and frogality, aod
now, in hig decline of life, he finds himself in comfortable circumstances.

More~I notbee on Belden & CoJ's map of Npnkin, the name is L, A. Van .4:'|I.ﬂ1. -J, . H, =

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF CHARLES CHRISTOPHER TROWBRIDGE

BY ION. JAMES V. CAMI'BELL
Temd June 13, 1881, ot the atmval mesding Btate Pioheer Sociely

T have been desived to prepare for the Pioneer Bocieiy a sketeh of the life
and career of Charles C. Trowbridge, who disd on the 54 of Apeil, 1883, He
was, a0 far as 1T koow. the oldest nziness pesident of the State, not a native
of Michigan, except the Hon, Jolim Owen, whose coming into the ant'iinl"y
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wae at about the same time or a little earlier. As a pioneer among pioneers,
therefore, it would be very proper to commemorate him, had he not possessed
those stronger and surer elaims to honored remembrance which attend on a
pure and wise character of remarkable usefulness, and held in honor through-
out the whole community.

Charles Christopher Trowbridge was born in Albany, New York, on the
20th day of December, 1500, He was the youngest of six children, and his
father, Luther Trowbridge, died in February, 1802, This gentleman, who
was a native of Farmingham, -Mass,, was, in 1775, when the revolution broke
out, a law student in the oflice of his kinsman, Edmund Trowbridge, a judge
of the court of King's Bench, and a loyalist, who was nevertheless held in
such personal esteem, as not to be molested for his principles. The young
man, however, was an earnest “rebel,” and fonght as a volunteer in the
battle of Lexingion. At the early age of seventeen, he received an ensign's
commission in the Massachusetts line, and continued in the service until the
peace, when he retired with the rank of Brevet Captain and Quartermaster.
Young as he was, he was a veteran in service, He was in Arnold’s expedition
up the Kennebee, in the fall of 1775, and was at SBaratoga when Burgoyne
was defeated. He was in Bollivan's expedition that was set on foot after the
massaere of Wyoming. He was statioped at West Point when Washington
had his quarters there, and his wife, then a very youthful matron, recalled in
after years the good homored way in which the stately general did the honors
with his battered camp equipage, polished till he claimed it might pass for
silver.

After ihe war was over, Capiain Trowbridge settled at Albany, where his -
wife (who was Mizs Elizabeth Tillman), had relatives. Here he was engaged
in various enterprises, and was interested in some land purchases. He held
varions offices by appointment of the governor and council, and was on pleas-
ant terms with the public men of the time. Among his personal friends were
Mr. Van Rensselaer, the patroon, Elkanah Watsgon, Abraham Van Vechten,
and Chanecellor Kent. The latter, in after years, meeting the snbject of this
gketeh, veferred with interest to his old friendship, and told aneedotes of
shooting  expaditions on Matroon Creek, where Captain Trowbridge won
erelit a2 o marksman with a little gun with a dog's head carved on the stoek,
which had been given him by a French officer during his campaigne. This
gun is still in the possession of the family.

Upon the father's death the children were seattered.  General Belah
Matthews, long known as a distingunished leader of the Rochester bar, was
at that time living at Flmira, and he took into his family SBtephen V. R.
Trowbhridze, and in doe {ime set about preparing him for the bar., A very
earvly marviage made him sevk other means of support. In 1813 a visit with
bis mother o = this brother led o an important result in shaping the career
of our friend.  Major Horvatio Ross, then living at Owego, but having con-
siderahlie beranch stores at Athens, in Pennsylvania. and Flmira, offered to
take Charles amd bring him up as 8 merchant.  Indentures were execoted
gecordinglv, wherehy, in the old fashioned phreases that had come down from
the English, the lwd of twelve agreed not fo violate the doties of his
station, and the master agreed to support and train him in buginess, and pay
Iitn what was a lilerad compensation, inereasing vearlv., Thig exeellent man
wias faithful to his promises, and Mr. Trowbridge owed moch of his thorough
business habits to the teaching of his friendly employer. The first year was
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spent at Elmira. The next year he was taken into the family of Major Ross,
at Owego, where he was cherished with parental tendernesa. The husiness
tronbles that sncceeded soon after the peace of 1815, ultimately roined Major
Roes' business, and ke turned out all his assets to his creditors, who, admir-
ing his uprightness, made over to him a consgiderable amount of accounts, and
left him his homestend. The veteran, in his declining vears, when Mre
Trowbridge, though young, was in the fair way to prosperity in Detroit,
wrote cheerfully that his revolutionary pension and kis moderate salary in
the clerk's office at Owego supplied all his wants,

The ereditors put the property into the hands of Mr. Trowbridge, who was
then not quite eighteen vears old, and he elosed up the busioess. He went
down the Busequehanna with salt, gypsam, and lomber, and disposed of them
in Penmsylvania. and ecame back with the proceeds. In 1519, William AL
Ely, of Owego, sent him a supereargo to Havee de Graee and Baltimore, and
he retorned throngh the conntey nnharmed, carrving all the procecds of his
voyage in bank notes upon his person,

In after life he referred to two peculinrities in which that period differed
very much from the present.,  One was the great responsibilities Inid wpon
bovs and young men. The other was the abxenee of any sense of danger in
carrying money about in the country. On one oceasion, when only fourteen
vears old, he was =ent by Major Ross to Newburgh, a distance of one hundred
and forty miles, on horzeback, to prorare the disconnt of a note for 24,000,
He went alone, amd not only brought the money, but when the note matured,
traveled over the same roud again with funds to meet it

After the return from Baltimore, he was pot in temporary charge of the
glock in trade of Gen, Goodreich, a merchant lately deceased.  But at this
time he was turning his evea to the future, and reflecting on the place where
he shonld fix his home. He was offered by Mr. Ely a share in his hoginessa
as partner, Dot he preferred going westward, His first purpose was to go
to New Orvleans, but his friends opposed it.  He was finally indueed to prefer
Michigan, by the faverable report of a yvoung friend who preceded him.

Having indieated thizs preferenee. some of his friends through the inter-
vention of Hev, Johin Monteith, then a misgionary and teacher in Detrait,
secured for him an appointment uoder Major Thomas Rowland, who having
served meritorionsly in the army doring the war, had settled in Detroit, and
wig then United States warshal, elerk of the courts, justiee of the peace,
trostes of the city, and exercising many functions. Major Rowland was a
gentlemin of eoulture, of sterling character, and during his whole life much
esteemed.  1le tonk Mre. Trowbridge at onee into his own family, made kim
depnty in both his offices, and paid him as liberally as business would war.
rint.

In Angnst, 1519, Mr. Trowbreidae staried for his destination and went to
wilnlo, having as fellow travelers for g portion of the distanee, three well
known Detroit werchants, Tunis 85 Wendell, John Palmer, and  James
dvrne.  Just as he left, he received by the honds of one of his former nsso-
ciates under Maj, Hoss—Felix Hinchman (father of our fellow-citizens, Guy
and Joseph Minchmani, a very earnest letter of recommendation to all good
people, sizned by four of the principal citizens of Owego,  This unsolicited
testimonal was very cheering, aml it remained among  his most  valoed
papers at his death,

As Buoffalo then had no harbor, the steamer Walk-do-the-Water, which was
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then the only stenm vessel on Lake Erie, made her port at Black Rock. He
secured passage in ber, and at the appointed time the vessel slowly went up
the river te Lake Erie, aided by what was familinely called the “horned
breeze,"—being towed up by twenty pairs of stout oxen. Onee in the lake
she made her own way, and in dve time landed at Detroit.

The little frontier post, with a very small English speaking population, had
a woeiety which wag somewhat remarkable for its reflvement, and for its
entire freedom from stifoess and ostentation. Eceonomy was not despised,
aml every door was vpen to any yvoung man who was personally worthy, The
military element, which wag then very lurge, incloded o good many officers,
who then, or afterwards were distinguished.  Among them were General
Alexander Macomb, Major John Hiddle, Major Henry Btanton, Major Daniel
Baker, Major Stockton, Captain Henry Whiting, Captain John Garland, D,
Zina Pitcher; and Lientenant James Watson Webh,  The last s the only sur-
vivor, The only person now known to be living who was nssociated with Mr.
Trowbridge in any of hiz oflice work, is the Rev. Voltaire Spalding, now a
venerable Episcopal elergyvman of the western diocese of Michigan, who was
then eity elerk of Detroit,

During the ficst year there was not moch work to be done in Major Row-
land’s oftice, but Mr. Trowbridge made himself a moster of all the legal for-
mwalities, and a few years ago he expiessed his geatification at finding that
the methods he iotrodoced in Wavoe county bave been adbiered to substan-
tially ever sinee.  Major Rowland was wueh attached to him, and proenred
fronn New York a foll supply of legal treatises, aud urged him io turn his
attention to legal sindies. Dot e bad relatives whom e desived to aid in
their struggles te equip themselves, and he preferred to do all that came
within his reach in the shape of remunerative emplovient, to intervopting
hisx work.,

Iiring the winter of 18192200 preparations were going on somewhat confi
dentially for ao expedition among the Iudisns to remove some diffienltivs,
Piring the war of 1512 the British Lad obiained great influence over the
Piadianms, aned hind Kept it up sinee the peace by generons presents and fatier
ing treatment.  The result was coldnesg and o =ome eases o feeling of hos-
tilitye to the Amerieans, among the Upper Loke aod Mississippi Indians,  The
porpose of this expedition was partly scientilic, o explore the sourees of the
Mississippi, ot ehiedy do fmpress apon the teilbes the power of the United
stafes, il to indwes them to beemne fricodlv. Major Row land, knowing of
the project, asked Me, Treowbridaee iF e wonld like to join the expedition.
e sinswered very ompladically that he wonld rather blaek boots than miss it,
Thies msnjor thereupon intereedod with Gen, Cas<, who very kindly sent for Mr,
Trowheidge and was so pleased with him that he made him a elerk and as-
sistant topographer, and when the expedition stavted took him fute his own
cattoe, sl minde him his personal companion doring the four months which
were consnined in the long vovage of four thonsamd four londeed miles. This
was Mr, Trowhieidess fiest intimate kpowlaldge of Goen, Cas<, who became
amd contipwed during all his life hia afectionate amd devoted fricond, and
aon his death entrnsted him with an important doty coneerning his estate.

The expudition stavted May 24, 18520, Mre, Schooleraft pullished o foll
aecount of it which is well known,  Atfached to the corps. mmong other
men of note, was James Duane Ioty, then a young man, bat afterwards eon-
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spicuous in the history of Michignn and of the west, between whom and Mr.
Trowbridge there was alwave a close intimacy. Before reaching the Rault de
Ste. Marie, a small detachment of soldiers wag added to the company. At the
Banlt, the signs of hostility were apparent, and while most of the chiefs had
been mollifled and guieted by the influence of Mre. Johnston, an Indian lady,
who was wife of the principal trader, there was one chief of high rank who
was savage and vindictive, and disposed to stir up tronble.  He had his camp
with numerous well-armed warriors, but a few score rods from that of Gen.
Caes, and he made no seeret of his determination to oppose the Ameriean
maovement, althongh the wiser leaders of the tribes counnseled discretion.
He finally raised the British flag over his camp. Gen. Cass accompanied only
by an interpreter, walked over to the place where the flag was flying, and tore
it down. and tramped on it, announecing that it conld not be raised on Amer-
ican soil. The small body of Americans, numbering only sixty-six, including
the whole company, stood firmly to their arme, expecting an atiack, But
the enemy was for a time stupefied by the cool daring of the general, and
before mischief conld be done, the other chiefs interfered and prevented it.
In the end the tribes gave np lands for military purposes at the Bault, and the
general had no further trouble in that region. During the long journey inter-
views and arrangements were had with all of the tribes on the upper lakes
and in their vicinity, and satisfactory relatione established,

This journey was made throughout in bark canoes, which Gen. Cass always
preferred to suech other vessels as were to be found about the lakes at that
time. The arrangements were all made with a view to economy of space,
and to the natore of the country through which they were to pass. The
ecxpericnee of the traders had made them well aequainted with the best
method of provisioning their crews, and while at this time it was customary
to furnish some salted. meat and bisenit, a chief item was still dried corn,
onee the royagesrs’ only rations, supplemented by a little fat meat, and such
fieh and chanee game as conld be found on the way.,

It might be imagined by those who are ignorant of the early western ways
that these canoe vovages led to the temporary abandonment of eivilized
habite. But no mistake could be greater. The eanoe had been found the
best and most commodions vehicle for all the vicissitudes of this remote
vovaging, and the flotillas were alten commanded or accompanied in the colo-
ninl doys by gentlemen of the old noblesse, who were always elegant and
punctilions, or by the Seoteh for traders who always enforced discipline and
TesiHeT,

The expedition of 1820 was parily in the interests of science, and the gen-
tlemen who composed it were all gooner or later men of mark and eminenee in
civil or military life. Mr. Trowbridge has left a deseription of Gen. Cass’
traveling habits which i= not only interesting in iteelf, but valnable as throw-
ing light on the character of that distingnighed leader.

“Gen, Ca=s ot one time made a four mowths® teip of four thousand five
hundred miles, at another one of three months and fifteen hondred miles,
and ar another one of two months and a thousand miles, in these frail vessels,
coasting all the upper lukes and descending the Mississippi from its extreme
antree to the mouth of the Kiver Ohio, and all without any serions aceident.
The Geneval alwavs carried a well selecied thongh necessarily a small library.,
and in his own canoe. when the weather permitied. some young member of
the party was called npon to read alond during a part of the forenoon.
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“Bome might think this 2 monotonous way of traveling, aod no doubt it
would be g0 now, when anything less than five hundred miles in twenty-four
hours is called a waste of time; but it was oot so. The chanson de poyege in
setting out in the morning and approaching the eamp grouml in the evening,
under the graceful folds of onr national flag, the bostle of pitching tents,
cooking supper, fighting wosquitoes, gumming the canoes, and the long
storics of adventure told around the eamp five by one of the old royegeurs
selected as conteur des coutes made the time pass cheerily,  Besides, it was
the custom of the country. * % * Az to the evening camp-fire proper of
General Coss, it was always enlivensd by some literary or scientitie diseus-
sion, generally started by the general. and earried on by some of the savans in
his suite.” ’

On his return, Mr. Trowbridee was 2ent with Col. Beaufait, a well known
citizen of Detroit who was then an Indian interpreter, to make a payvment to
the Baginaw Indians. The silver for this purpose wag carried on pack horses,
without an cscort, and the journey took five davs. during which the little
party camped out every night withont fear of robbery or molestation.

After this time while continuing deputy eclerk, he began to act as private
secretary and amanuensis to Gen. Coss, and in that capacity wrote down
from his dictation, not only his public decuments amd communications, but
some of his literary contributions to the North American Review and other
publications. He was also employed in some positions of great responsibility.

Tn 1521 the Ogdens of New York having obiained the Biate’s reversionary
intercat in considerable tracts ocenpied by the six nations, they desired if
possible to induce the Imdians o remove westward and vacate their territory, -
The pecretary of war, Mr. Calhoun. favored the project, if feasible, and Mr.
Trowhridge was appointed agent to accompany the chiefs and representatives
of the tribes to Green oy, and nesotiate with the Winnebagoes and Menom-
ineeg for the purchase of suitable lands. That place woas chosen with the
expectation, as Mr. Calhoun said in his ingtroctions, that “they wonld no more
be disturbed by the advavcing wave of eivilization.” On this ocension the
New York Indians were represented. among others, by the Rev. Eleazar
Willinms, n gentleman, ag then understood, of French and Tndian parentage,
of portly presence, but not impressing the world then as having any claims
on the throne of Franee,  The “Danphin™ theory wasg later, and is not
much regavded by his old acquaintanees io the west, although possibly a
Bourbon out of husiness may not necessarily be very majestie.

A trealy was madde which was not entirely satisfactory to either side, bat a
pnrlir-n of the Oneidas and Htm‘hliritlgﬂ tribes, and a few others pemoved to
the lands purchased near Green Bay, and Meo Willinns himself settlad there.

During his residence in Michignn, Mr. Trowbridge, who was aleady an
avenrate French seholar, and familiae also with the Canadian—which was the
olider form of the French Boguage—had become pretty well acguainted with
the Chippewa dialeet, and liad spent the considerable leisure which is alwaya
enforced during Twlian pegotiatons, in stwdying  the variations  in teibal
diglects, amd the congtows amd teeditions of the Indiass, On his reinen from
Green Bay, he was given a post in the loeal ITndinn department as assistant
secretary ( Major Forsyith being seeretary) aml aeconntant, aml soon after wias
also made interpreter.  These cmployvments added to hig salary as depuiy of
Major Rowland, gave him what was then considered a very good income, and
enabled him to make some savings,  Abhout this time he was also made secretary
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of the Board of Regents of the university, with o salary of sixty dollars. This
office was chietly valuable to him by bringing him into familiar relations with
the most prominent and eultivated gentlemen in the town, who were afler-
wards his personal and intimate friends, Among these were Father Richard,
the viear general of the Catholic diocese, Gen, Charles Larned, Judge Leib,
Col, Henry J. Hunt, Major Abrahom Edwards, afterwards of Kalumazoo,
Awstin E. Wing, Major Biddle, and others,

In 1822, in consequence of o treaty of the previons vear with the (Mtawas,
Chippewas. and Pottawattomies, whereby they ceded large tracts in southern
amd western Michigan, it became necessary to fix apon the places where the
government should locate teachers, Macksmiths, and other persens in the
serviee of the trilves. and Mr. Trowbridge was appointed to make these selee-
tions, and sent (o get advice from General Tipton at Fort Wayne, amd Dr,
Wolcott at Chicago (who represented the tribes at the agencies), after which
he wag to meet Col. Gabriel Godfroy ot Bertrand’s (pear Nilesp, and llru:-u-uld
to make the designations.

He left Detroit with Mre. Lindsay {who was going to Chicago on govern-
ment bnsiness ) and they were escorted on horseback o Maomes by o well
known character known as Baronw fe borgae (or one l.""'.'H'j who then acted as
mail earrier between Detrait and S:nuhmk} careying all the mail in his
sitddlebags,  There were no bridges over most of the streams, but the horses
were used to suclh travel,  Leaviog Bavon ot Mauwmee, they followed the
atreams to Fort Wayne and then to Chicago, which Mr. Trowbridge lind not
before visited,  That place then consisted of o =mall stockaded fort, and four
houses, one (and perhiaps all) of logs, two ocenpisl by Jolin Kinzie, nnd Col,
Beaubien, and the other two belonging to the Dudian department.  One vessel
a vear visited the place, s took sapplies, anmd bronght away fors and peltries.
Mast of the travel, therefore, was on horselooek, and the nsoal time between
Chieaigo amd Detrait wis ten davs, This exenrsion ocenpiod 2ix weeks, during
which on one oceasion, by veason of an wnexpected delay, they got entively
out of provisions, and on reaching o hﬂhplhllrli- wigwian, fllllhl,',: the green
it sespsanns, Tl tpisieess of e uein=ion sel IH‘rIII“t' them o eake mgpde of
pounded green corn and whortleberries, of which they ate abundantly to-theie
silsepient diseomfort,

Tl st senerntion ean have Tit il 1'iIIII!It'l‘|Il‘IIHiI-1|! of the comdition of
the econntey awd the difienlries of travel in those days. When Mr. Trows-
bz, as dlepury aeshal, aided in taking Pl ecepsns of 1540, thee wlite
population of the whole conntry, which now fwelides Michigan, Wiseonsin,
Tovwes, Minne=otia, el the entire reeion westward to the Missonrl river, was
fess thatn ten thonsaml, The only road with any resemblanee to even the
worst of onr pew rosidls, ran alones the viver aliwe amld Lelow Dietrait to the
Moo, None of the streams away from this road were bridged at all, The
conntry was moch wetter than sinee it was eleared up, and most of it waoa
Bearvily wonndel,  Doadioon teadls woere tolesably well defined on the chief lines
of Tolizen traved Teoon post Lo post, o these were generally followed as for as
|1uH:-|i|1|1'. The jonrness peross the fonniry were ]ll‘l'rﬂl'thI an horsclock : the
hewses et comonly nsed b Preoch and Todio ponies, that were sare-
foontend amel Gomgzh, aod ensily fed by the grass ol beowsing they found along
the wave  There were no inns anywhere, and the enly habitations met with
were an occistona ] frading honse, awd the wigwiams of the natives which
sonwetimes fornished food, but seldom lodgzing,  Experieuesd travelers tonk
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no tents, carvied oo extra baggage, and few provisions.  Each wan carried a
hateher, o tin enp, and o stont knife. A full supply of ten was indispensable
to comfort, but wine and spirits were mostly eschewed,  When the company
wad large enongh to have common cooking uiensilg, the tea was mnde strong
and boiled in o camp kettle in lorge quantities, 17 the traveler was solitary,
or had but one or two eompanions. his eapacions tin cup served for a teapot.
His staple food, when hig first stock of provisiong rap ont, was the never
Failing dried ecorn, A Fovorite method of preparing this for use on the
jomrney was to pound i np fine and mix it with maple sagar—the mixture
twing called prafive, & nmome now nsnally contined o almonds conted with
Augar.  This was made inte o groel or porridze which was quite nutritions,
v osueh temperate ways oud Inborious teaining was built up that hale consii-
fution which ouvde one feiemd™s eve as eleae, amnd his hamd as steady at over
fonr seore years as in his '.nnﬂl. He thns deserilies his home jonrney from
Chieago

“Un my return freom Chieago, T met ot 86 Joseph, Col. Gabriel Godfroy,
an aged bat vigorons Freneh gentleman, o Dodian solbeagent and interpreter,
who aeted as guide for the remaioder of our jouwrney. We earried o our
siddle bags a little provigion, among which was a0 small bag of pealine, This
wag not the sagared alo bt parehed corn, pounded and mixed with
maple sugaes and fn e alsence of other food it formed our pidee de péaist-
tatee. W hadd no tent. Fael lodd one blanket,  Before sundown we span-
celled onr horses—that is we fastened  theiv legs together with a small
leather steap, pulled the geass stuffing out of the bells suspended at their
necka, sl allowed them to geaze ot will, A horse tetheorsd in this manner
has little disposition to ream fae, becanse Te st Life both fore legs at onee,
which is an awkward amnd favigning wotion, and therefore so long as the
teaveler can hear the el he is evrtain of catehing the animal withon

Jtromble. Bat it is s owell koown faet, that after o livide while horses ihus

treated become fooel of the eaomp, ol =eldom stray far away, * % % (mr
fire being made, we laad ome cup of tea, prepared in oue tin deinking cups,
amil dlispaesed onreselves to pest, chooging a dey spor of eaeth, aod aking onre
saddles for pillows,  We were several weeks ont in this tone, amd enjoved it
Ereat]v”

I 1528 he was sent (o Gireen Hay fo take temporaey charee of the Tndion
ageney during the sickness of Commadore Brevoort, wha was then agent.,
He impeoved this opportunity to make foether stinlies in the languages of
the Menomineses ] Winnelsigoss, the former being in affinity with the Chip-
poewas, amd the Iatter thomgh peenlior, being harsh and gatternl like the
Irowpunis. d

His first visit 1o New York Cite was with Major Forsvth, in 1525 to obiain
amd bring back £200000 in silver, to make payments to the Dolians, They
crossed  Lake Ereie in the Superior—snceessor to the Walk-in-the-Water—
amd went through 1o Albany in the Pioneer line of stoges, going down
the Hudson River by steamer. While they were in New York the eelebrated
raee between Eclipse and Sir Tlenry came off, attended by prominent eitizens
from all parts of the conntry,  They obfained an eXtea stage very strongly
lilt to carrey their 12000 weight of silver. being only fearful of break downs.
i the return steamer (o Allany Mr. Trowbridge met Chaneellor Kent, and
the Tatroon, who were very conrteons to him and told him many aoecilotes
af their old acquaintanes with his father.
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In December. 15828, he was emplgyed in o very congenial occupation.  Gen,
Cass, who had always himsell, been a close sindent of Indian afaies, had be-
come particnlarly interested in some diseussions concerning their original rela-
tiong to ench other. and the character and resemblances of their customs and
languapes. A correspondence between Mr, Doponaean and the Moravian mis-
sionary, Heckewelder, on these subjects, had drawn the attention of scholars
to them, and had cansed some controversy, This region being regarded as
well ealenlated to furnish relinble data, Gen. Cass applied to the Secretary of
War, Mr. Calhoun, for leave to employ a snitahle person to purene these
inquiries, agreeing to meel the expense ont of the ordinary agency appropri-
ations.  Maving obtained the Secretary’s consent. Mr. Trowbeidge was
selected for the work, and in December he set out for White river to spend
the winter with Willinm Conoer, 8 Delaware interpreter and agent, who lived
about eighteen miles from the vew town of Indianapelis. Conner had been
brought up iv intimaey with the Delawares, his father haviog been eaptured
by them in early life, and having afterwards settled pear Mount Clemens,
with the Moravians, whoe brought the christinn Delawares there towards the
close of the Revolution, and boilt the village of New Goadenhotten, on the
Clinton (then Horon) river,

Although the Conners lived detached from the Indians, they were always
held in high esteem by them, as men of probity, aml the three brothers,
Willinm, Henry {(known as Wabishkindibe, or White Head). and James, were
all valued and veliable interpreters among the Michigan and other northwest-
ern tribes.  Mr., Conner not only possessed much knowledge himself, but he
fided Mre. Trowhridge in getting information from the Indian chiefa in that
vicinity, Among these was an old chief known as Captain Pipe, who had not
been very friendly to the Moravians, and had been stirred up against them,
but who gave valuable testimony in their favor to the Commandant at Detroit,
Col, DePeyster, when Zeisherger and others were brought there as prisoners,
Captain Pipe and some of his head men rewained three months with Mr,
Trowbhridge, at Mr. Conner’s, and gave him mnch valuable information. The
Minmi chiefs, Le Giros and Richardville, also enabled him to secure ngreat
many interesting particulars of history and teadition, as well as of langnage,
although Le Gros was very suspicious, and for a long time took refuge in the
Indian equivalent for nen wi ricorda, to Mr., Trowbridge's amusement as well
as annoyvanee, The pleasant manner of the inguirer seems (o have been more
efficacions than the erossexamination of counsel in the Queen's case, and the
result was o large mass of very important data communieated throngh Gen.
Cass to the Government, and probably appropriated without eredit by some
of those aminble gentlewen who have built up a lingoistic repotation on
aother men's nbors, 1t is to be hoped that Mre Trowbeidee's share in this
wiork mav b rescued and credited to Lim,

Among other facts illusteating the times, e peported that wheat could be
bought at Conuer’s for twenty-tive cents per bushel, aad corn at ten, and
that the Indians bronght in turkevs all theongh the winter at six conts upie-rl-,

On vetuenivg Teom this profitable winter's work, he emploved himself at
Gen, Coss” reguest, in visiting the old Freoch people, amd taking down their
recifals of events during Pontiac’s waor on the sertlements.  Quite a number
still sorvived who were old enongh to have distinet recollections of those
events. Among those whose nareaiives be preserved, were Mre. Peltier, geand:
father of Chiel Tnstice Charles W, Whipple, Charles Gonin, aneestor of the
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sailor of that name, killed on the Kearsarge in her fight with the Alnbama;
Madam Meloche, who had just settled as a bride in the house on Bloody Run
by which the battle was fought; Jacques Parent, from whose family the run
(Parent’s Creek) was pamed. and Gabriel 8t. Aubin, a very respectable
French gentleman, who lived not far off. The narrative of Major Thomp-
son Maxwell, originally of Starke's company of rangers, was also taken down,
but was found to coutain more hearsay than knowledge of the siege, ns the
old soldier's memory was somewhat confused. These narratives were subse-
quently communicated to Mr. Parkman, and aided that distingnished author
waterially in the preparation of his admirable and fascinating history.

Dmring this game vear, 1524, he was =ent to Fort Wayne to make further
investigations among the Miamis, Tle had already done something among the
Wrandottes, who disputed with the Minmis precedence of settlement in this
region. He relates concerning the Wyandoites that “Their interpreter. Sam
Sgunders. in order to convey his idea of aotiguity, used to designnte their
ancestors a8 their fore old great grandfathers before ‘em,”

Im 1525 he went on horseback with Gen. Casx to Wapaghkonetta (Wapoeka-
nataj, through a wet and difienlt country, to treat with the Senecas for their
removil bevond the Mississippi. Omn their return they took a long canoe voy-
age by Mackinaw and Geeen Day to Prairie du Chien, where Gen, Cass and
Gen, William Clark [ the celebrafed exploreri, held a treaty with the Bacs,
Winnebagoes, Chippewas, and SBioux, who, as he expressed it “had been scalp-
ing each other for years,” The treaty council was held wnder the guns of the
fort, with two thonsand warriors gathered near by to insure the keeping of
the peace, IHere he fiest met Captain Martin Seott, the infallible warksman,
After the treaty, Geweral Cass and Mr. Trowbridge aecompanied General
Clark in their canoe to St. Lonis, and retuened by the Ohio river, visiting
Cincinpati to enjoy a weeting with Judge Burnet aud General Harvison.

About this time Mr. Trowbridge wos made sub-agent. retaining his former
position as interpreter and accountant. But he was about to enter upon a
new emplovment, in which he was perhaps better known to the community
for a long period than in any of his other ocenpations.  And he gave up his
place under Major Howland, amd all of Lis Tedian employments, except that
of accountant, in which Gen. Coss found him indigpensable. In 1825 the
immigration from the east began to incrense more rapidly than before, as the
Erie Canal, just completed, furnished better weans of travel and travaporta-
tionm across New York., Banking focilitics were entirely lncking in the Terri-
tory, the Bank of Detroit incorporated during the early davs of Aull’s admin-
istration, hoving been disapproved by Congress. and having had no suecessor.
The Bank of Michignn was now established, and in this year itz eapital was
Largely inereased, and Mre, Trowbridze was made its cashier. e continued
conneeted with it as cashier or president, exeept for an interval from 1806 to
1888, until the ank was finally closed in the troubled times of 1543, This
bank was opened in a small beick building, said to have been originally built
for the Bank of Detroit. It stood immediarely opposite the Tnidian conneil
lwmse, on Jelferson avenie, at the northwest corner of Handolph street,

Having thus become settled down in o permancent position, he prepasad to
assume e respongibilities of a honseholder, and in 1526 was married to Miss
Catherine Whipple Sibley, the eldest danghter of Judge Solomon Sibley, then
a justice of the sapreme conrt, and previously attorney general and dele
wile to congreas,  Jwilge Sillexy waz ope of the early settlers at Marvietta,
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Ohio, where o number of distingnished citizens of New England and other
eaatern Bintes had formed the nuelens of the Northwest Territory, and took
a decigive part in shaping its fortunes. Judge Bibley was the earliest Ameri-
can settler in Detroit after it was given up by the British io 1T, and he
represented this vregion in the legislature of that Territoey, and was after
wards a mewber of the upper conneil of that body., He was a man of
learning and wisdow, a= well as of great intellectoal ability, and his infQuencee
in public matters and socially was very valvable. His wife was a danghter
of Colonel Elenezer Sproat of the revolutionary army, who held oflice by
appointiment of Gen. Washington in the Northwest Tercitory, and was a
man of sterling worth, Mres, Bproat was a danghter of Commodore Abra-
ham Whipple, who did the firsi sea serviee daring the vevolution ander com-
migsion from Rhode Island, and whe aceompainied his daughter to her new
home in Ohio, which she only left to spend her last years with Mre. Bililey in
Detroit. This is pot the place to dwell upon the family history of Mre. Trow-
bridge.  His marriage was in all vespeets a fortunate one, and after living
with his= wife in love and happiness for move than half a century they left
belind thew the memory of a howe that was singnlorly attenetive, and of o
married life that was a pattern of domestie virtue and harmony,

It is pot often, 1o this changing region, that a family Tive oot their whole
fomily life in one home,  Me, Trowbridge bnilt his hogse ot what wag then
regarded as o considerable distanee from the town, amd off of any opened
street, although on the line where it was expected Jeilerson avenue would
gomie day be Inid out.  In osder to reach it he was compelled to pass down
Ramdolph street to the river, amd follow ap the viver road till he renched the
Farm Allex, which was then the only means of approach to what is now eom-
paratively ventral propeety.  In this hoose, added to from time to thme, hat
not otherwise changed, he spent more than fify-six yvears of his life.

i 1281, General Cass was appointed seeretney of war, and was very anxions
to have Mr. Trowleidge ns his chiel elerk. and even tolid him that his aeeept-
anee of that position wonbd determine his own donbts abont taking that ofliee.
The T+-1r||rr:lli1-|l of 1l et inerease of fneome e wonld secures by thi=s
appointment, and his personal attachment and oblizations to the general
were very strong indueements, i he finally coneloded that an independent
‘private station was preferable to any upeeciain poblic emplovment, and he
determined to rewain in Detrait,  When the general went to Washington, he
lefr in My, Trowbvidge's enstody an open letter @0 whomsoever might be his
suceessor, reconmnending all of the gentlemen emploved in his service 1o the
favorable congideration ol good oflices of the fatnre governor, in terms of
affection aml kindpess.  What changes were made the writer is not inforaed.
But Mr. Trowhridge, although no longer in soch employment, wos an inti-
mate friemd and adviser of Governor Porter, was with him in his Inat aickness,
amd sopported him in his arms when e died.

In 1=33, Mr. Trowbreidge, with Samuoel Hubbard, Pliny Cutler. and
Eadmund Munroe of Boston, engiged in extensive lid purechases, and among
their other possessions was ihe site of the village of Allegan, which they laid
ont, amd in which he long retained an interest. He was intevested during
the next few vears in omany ofher enterpreiges, and was one of the original

purchasers of the Cass Front in Deteoit, from which he and most of the |

other purchasers were finally released, on terms which he declares very
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emphatically were not only just, but liberal. He left this testimony as a
matter of no more than justice to the memory of General Cass,

Hig earliest religious connection was with the First Protestant Society,
which was originally composed of protestants of various denominations, the
numbers not being such at first as to warrant separate congregations. After
his marriage he cast in his lot with 8t. Panl’s Protestant Episcopal Chureh,
where he became at once an active and useful member and officer. . He con-
tinned to act as vestryman or warden until 1845, when the increasing num-
bers made it pecessary to organize a new parigh which was named Chreist
Church, in which he was senjor warden until his death. His interest in
religions matters was great and devoted, and while his modesty was remark-
ahle e was during life a conspicuons and infuential leader in the churel, and
a8 wise in his counsels a8 munificent in his gifta and sacrifices, In 1832 a
diocese wis organized in which he became a member of the standing com-
mittiwe, (which is the principal permanent ageney in each diocese) and he
confinued by anooal reelection to be auch o member nntil he died. e was
also elected a mwember of every general convention of the Protestant Epis
copal Chureh in the United Btates from 1235, and actnally attended most of
the sessions,

He was not afllicted by aoy extreme desire for public office. The only
poditical offices he ever held were those of alderman of Detroit in 1583, and
mayor in 1584, During this period he rendeved essentinl serviee to the eity
by tracing out and securing the remnants of a fund derived from the grant
of the Detroit Military Reserve to the city., The fond thus saved was put
into the old ity hall building, and secored its completion. The early months
of his mayoralty were burdened by the cares oceasioned by the visita-
tion of the cholern. When this had passed away, he resipned his mayoralty
and deposited in the city treasury the penalty then imposed for declining
siech duties. Tt is not unworthy of remark that this is the solitary instance
to be found in our wunicipal history of the payvment of such a penalty, In
1237 he was nominated by the whigs as governor of the Btate. and was
defeated by only 297 majority for Stevens T. Mason, who, as acting gover-
nor of the Territory and governor of the vonng SBiate. had excited consider-
able enthusiasm by his spivited course in viodicating bonndary rights, and
whose party was in power, Mr. Trowbridge never allowed any further use of
hi= name as a candidate for politieal station, though always holding and
expressing decided views, He was a whig until the republican party was
organized, and was therealter a republican, '

In 1542, the pressure of business lnhors and anxieties wore ont his strength,
and for several months be was obliged to give up all ocenpation.  Iis healih,
after a long interval, was gradually restored, and he was during most of his
subsequent life, hale and vigorous, He took charge in 1544 of the Michigan
Etate Bank, of which he was president until its final winding up in 1853, He
then became secretary and treasarver, and afterwards president of the Oakland
and Ottawa Rablroad Company, and its sueeessors, the Detroit and Milwankes
Railway Company, and continued in charge until its further redrganization,
He has also been manager or director of varions minor uwndertakings. He
wirs one of the directors of the Detroit and 8t, Joseph Railroad Company,—
the eorporation that began the Central Railroad and ran it until the State
purchused it.

[
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Hia econstant buginess engangements did not prevent hiz eoliperation in
those epferprises and uwndertakings in which there is no pecuniary profit, and
where the work that iz done is of general importanee. He took a lively
interest in evervthing which was ealenlated to promote intellectual, moreal,
and religious enlture.  He was one of the founders of the Historical and
Algic Boeieties.  lle was a mewber and ofticer of varions bible and mis-
gionary societiex. He was a regent of the university, and took part also in
the promotion of local schools and seminaries. e was president of the
Board of Public Charities. His close business habits, his sound jundgment,
and hig wonderful memory combined to make him a coveted agent in those
places which should be filled with the best men, and which fortunately for
the community, few ot good men are willing to take,

Me did not vetive from active pursnits nntil be had reached an age when few
are capable of following them, and then he did not refire into idleness. His
services in procuring the erection and completion of the soldiers’ monument,
deserves special mention. As psual in sueh matters, there is alwavs a sum to
be made up at the close of the snbeeription list, which is more difficult to
raise than all the rest. He devoted himself with singular zeal and persever-
anece. not only to the building of the monument in its imperfect shape, but
to secnring its final completion by the addition of all the statues first con-
templated. He found more work than most men coold perform, in looking
after the interests of persons who had been fortnnate enough to seenre his
kind offices, and in administering charitable and religions trosts. He was
always attentive to the poor. He always found time to receive kindly and
entertain choerfolly the nnmerons visitors who songht information or help
from him. His long experience, and his svstematic researches had given him
a minute familinrity with the history of this region, and he was very liberal
in imparting his knowledge, and in aiding the researches of others, He was
a rewdy writer, and was fond of noting down such matters as interested him.
He had the uneommon gift of a very accurate verhal memory, which enabled
him to preserve the language, a8 well as the sabstance of conversations and
interviews, His disposition wos gentle and affectionnte, with great eandor
and frankness, People in trouble or perplexity, were continually applying to
him for advice and sympathy, and he never turned away his face from any
one who saonght a hearving,

And so it wag. by universal approval, that in the evening of his days he
received such a testimonial of the love and admiration of his fellow ecitizens,
ag fow living men receive who bave spent their lives in quiet. On his birth-
dav, at the end of hia 852d vear, the 28%th of December, 1882, as many
guests as the Russell house could readily provide for, met at a banguet in his
honor. They were from all parts of Michigan, and from other States, and
they were, with scarcely an exception. personal friemds of many vears. The
company included many of the French inhabitants of the ancient stock. and
adopted eitizens of other nationalities, a8 well ag natives. Tt incloded dig-
tingnished soldiers and citizens, honored in public and in private life, And
letters of congratnlation came in from other parts of the Union, from inen
famong in eivie amd military station, who had, at some time in their lives,
enjoved his feicndship, and appreciated it. The words written, and the words
spoken on that occasion were the honest expression of gratitude and admira-
tion for a wan who was peeognized a2 a living blessing to the community in
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which he had spent more than threescore vears of an upright, pure, and
noble manhood.

From that deserved ovation lie retived modestly and guietly into the ordi-
nary course of his daily pursuits.  His cheerful energy never abated, and his
industry never slackened, until the final summons came. A few days of
illness, from which Dhis Freat aze gave him po saflicient vigor w rally, amd he
sently vielded, and poassd with clear vision into the better world.

Such a life is its own best enlogy, His living presence was a delight to all
whoe kpew bim, and his infloence will continue in the many good works and
institutions that owe their strength and snecess to his generosity and wisdom.
The vommunity that cherishes his mewory will alwayvs be the better for his
part in it. A commonwenlth that had its fonndations luid by sweh eitizens
slumld be enduring. 4

THE LIFE OF MHES, ELIZA SHELDON BAGG

BEY LEVI BISHOF
Parwy peacd Weefare e [etpolt Plopeer Sockety, Apeil 21, 1876

The lady was born at New Hartford, Oneida County, New York. on the
twenty-second day of Februarey, in the year seventeen hundreed and ninety.
six. The twenty-secoml of February is a patriotic day, and ber family and
friends have often, in pleasantey, aceepted the popular celebration of that
day as intended for her instead of Washington,

Her father's powe was James Sheldon,  He was from Providenee, Rhode
Island. He was a large, tall man. and he commanded o company of volunteer
gremmdiers in the vontinental line of the patriot army of the revolntionary
war. Her mother’s panwe was Mary Cheesbrongh Losd.  Her native plaee
qas Norwich, Connecticnt. The aneestors of the family on both sides were
from England.

Mrs. Bagg was ficst consin to the late Thowas C. Sheldow, Dr. Randall 8.
Riee, the first Mrs. e, Pitcher and Mrs, Sheldon MeKnight, all of whom
were formerly well known in Detroit. Me, Joha 1. Sheldon, who conducted
a paper at an early day in Defroit, was al=o her first consin. Mr. Chas. A,
Sheldon, whe is now prominently convected with the mereantile marine of
Detrait, is a nephew of Mrs, Bagg, from whowm also. standing in Jeco parentis,
he received a large part of his enltare in hig years of ehililhood,

Mre, Bagmer hadd five brotliers and foor sisters. One of her brothers, James
Sheldon, went fo Bulilo soon after that bamlet was burned by the encmy in
the war of 1812, Huffale was but a small village when e went thers o
reside,  Mre, Sheldon Tollowed  the  profession of the law. awl afterwards
bhecame a judge of gomd repute and standing. e continned to reside in
Bufale, aml siw that pliee grow np to o great eity, He died in 15820 M
Alexander J. Sheldon was o brother of the above nomed and of Mes, Toge,
This gentleman will b remembersd as the one who contribited a valuahle
paper to this socicty on the Todian monnds of Kalamazoo,  He died highly
respected, at Buffale, in Maveh or April of the present vear, 15706,

Mres, Dage hiad three brothers whe gserved in the war of 1812 aml one of
them held the rank of captain,  These @ll received an honorable discharge
from the seeviee of the United Siates,



